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Shari Goodwin serves as Chairperson of the UMR Board of Directors.  Ms. Goodwin holds a BA from the University of Oklahoma. She has been Director of Communications at Boston Avenue United Methodist Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma for the past fifteen years.  In addition, she serves on several other committees for the church.

Ms. Goodwin is a member of the Association for Women in Communications and the United Methodist Association of Communicators. 

Rev. Dr. Stephen (Steve) E. Trout serves at the Vice Chairman of the UMR Board of Directors, and is currently serving in his 5th year as the Senior Pastor of Grace UMC in Alamogordo, New Mexico.  Steve has served the New Mexico Conference for 28 years in small and large, rural and urban congregations through out New Mexico and West Texas.  He is also the Chairperson of the Order of Elders for the N.M.A.C. and serves on the Board of Ordained Ministry and the Conference Team for Making Disciples.

Steve and his wife Elaine were married 35 years ago, have 2 grown children, and became first time grandparents in late 2007.  He is an avid skier, hiker, motorcyclist and a black belt in Karate.  Steve has more education than he can use, more titles than he needs, more experience than he ever expected, and not enough time to do what he wants.

H. Wade Schuessler serves as Finance Chair of the UMR Board of Directors.  Mr. Schuessler is Managing Director of Bear Stearns in Dallas, Texas, a public and private banking industry group. He holds a BBA from Texas A&M University and is a member of First United Methodist Church, Coppell, Texas. 

Mr. Schuessler also serves as Board Member for the YMCA Metropolitan Dallas and is an experienced public speaker with professional banking organizations.

Reverend Morris Matthis serves at Board Secretary of the UMR Board of Directors.  Reverend Matthis is Senior Pastor of the Christ United Methodist Church in Sugar Land, Texas, and a member of the Texas Annual Conference. He earned his Master of Divinity at Perkins School of Theology in 1984.  Rev. Matthis currently serves on the board of Methodist Hospital of Houston, and has previously served on the boards of UM Army, and Lakeview Conference Center.  He is a recipient of the Eric Anderson Evangelism Award and has been elected three times as a delegate to General Conference.
Members

Bishop W. Earl Bledsoe has deep roots in the United Methodist denomination. He is the son of a UM pastor and grew up in various parsonages in Northwest Texas. Following a successful career as a director and executive director of YMCAs in the Amarillo and Houston areas, he responded to his own call to full-time ministry after serving bi-vocationally as a local pastor while still in his secular profession. He currently serves as the Bishop of the Dallas Episcopal Area.

He graduated from Perkins School of Theology, SMU, with a Master of Divinity Degree, where he was the Benjamin E. Mays Scholar and Hebrew and Greek Scholar.  He earned the Doctor of Ministry Degree from Drew University, Madison, NJ, in 1991, where his research centered on “Equipping Christian Educators to Respond to the Needs of At-Risk Inner City Teenagers.” In addition to his ministry degrees, Bishop Bledsoe holds the Bachelor of Arts Degree from West Texas State University in Canyon, TX, where he majored in English and minored in Spanish. 

Alan Ebright is a member of First United Methodist Church in Wichita, Kansas.  Mr. Ebright was instrumental on the UMR acquisition team for the new UMR iGen technology. Alan Ebright is currently Vice President of Lizzie*Kate, Inc. a publishing company of needlework designs created by his wife, Linda.  Prior to joining Lizzie*Kate, Mr. Ebright worked for over 22 years in various computer sales and sales management positions for a variety of companies ranging from start-ups to international conglomerates, including Wang Laboratories, Unisys Corp., FileNET Corporation and others.

Mr. Ebright and his wife Linda are 28-year members of the First United Methodist Church in Wichita, Kansas, where he currently enjoys teaching a 20-something Sunday school class.  Mr. Ebright is a marketing graduate of Kansas State University.

Mark Gwaltney is a Product Manager at Xerox Corporation, and resides in Fairport, New York, with his wife and two young daughters.  To help drive the mission of the church, Mr. Gwaltney combines professional and personal interests in utilizing printing and personalized communication.  He attends Asbury First United Methodist Church in Rochester, NY and is active on several church and community committees.

Mr. Gwaltney holds a BS in engineering from the University of Illinois, an MS in engineering from the University of Rochester, and an MBA from the Simon School of Business at the University of Rochester.

Dr. Arthur McClanahan is the Director of Communications for the Iowa Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.  Prior to coming to Iowa in 2005, he pastored congregations in the New York Annual Conference for 30 years, his last appointment spanning 13 years in Fairfield, CT.  He was awarded the Doctor of Education degree by Teachers College of Columbia University (New York) in 1983, with a focus in Instructional Technology and Media.  He has been a part of the United Methodist Communications team at seven General Conferences, beginning in 1984 in Baltimore, working both in video and, for the past three Conferences, in the radio news/audio ministry effort.  He has received numerous awards from the United Methodist Association of Communicators and is the author of Be Filled (Abingdon Press).  

His spouse, Diane, is Pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church, Des Moines.  Together they are the parents of two adult children, Katie and Christopher.


Ruth Palmer, diaconal minister of the Texas Annual Conference, served with distinction as Executive Director of the Wesley Community Center, Inc. in Houston, Texas from 1974 until her retirement in 2004.

A graduate of the University of North Texas, with advanced management certification from Houston Baptist University and Texas A&M University, she is a member of the National Association of Social Workers and the Association of Fundraising Professionals.

Thomas E. Palmer has served as Manager of Economic Development for the city of Mesquite since the fall of 1995.  His responsibilities include the management of five Tax Increment Finance Reinvestment Zones; staff for the Mesquite Economic Development Foundation; oversight of all business incentive programs; the recruitment and retention of business and industry; the management of the Mesquite Quality of Life Corporation; and special development projects assigned by the City Manager.

Tom is also a licensed local pastor pursuing the ministry as a second career and is on appointment to First United Methodist Church, Mesquite.  He is a graduate of the University of Virginia, where he received his Masters of Planning degree in the School of Architecture; and is a graduate of Texas A&M University with a Bachelor of Environment Design degree.  Tom has also completed course work at SMU’s Perkins School of Theology towards a Master of Divinity degree and the Course of Study School.  He and his wife, Ann, who teaches high school physics, live in Mesquite.

Gavin Richardson serves as Director of Youth Ministries for First United Methodist Church in Hendersonville. He and his wife, Erin, live in Nashville with their two dogs, Coe and Crimson. Gavin is a published author with the United Methodist Publishing House and the Upper Room, and an active blogger. As a frequent workshop leader and keynote speaker on postmodern worship and technology & the church, Gavin considers himself a social media geek, digital community builder and anthropologist.  

Michael J. Schaefer, Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer of Methodist Health System, Dallas, Texas. Mr. Schaefer has served in his present position with Methodist since 1982. Methodist owns and operates three acute care hospitals, and associated services, in the Dallas Metroplex area. Mr. Schaefer was with Ernst & Ernst, joining that firm in 1972 upon college graduation, and was an audit supervisor in 1979 when he joined Methodist. Mr. Schaefer is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

Gail Ford Smith is District Superintendent of the Southwest District of the Texas Annual Conference.  Previously, Gail served eight years as Senior Pastor of St. Peter’s United Methodist Church in Katy.  With a membership of 4,500, she had the distinction of being the clergywoman serving the largest UM church in America.  


She was a Delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences for 2008 and was honored to also serve in 2004 and 2000 and as an Alternate Jurisdictional Delegate in 1996.


Gail is a graduate the University of Denver where she graduated Magna Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa.  She received her Master of Theology degree from Perkins School of Theology, SMU.  

William Hiram Smith, Jr. of DeLeon Texas, is a Director of the F&M Bank in DeLeon and Eastland, the Texas Methodist Foundation, and Cross Timbers Community Health Clinics.  A former fruit grower and merchant, he has been Central Texas Conference Lay Leader, delegate to numerous Jurisdictional and General Conferences, and a member of World Methodist Council.  Hiram has served on Conference and Jurisdictional boards and the board of the United Methodist Publishing House and the Commission on Archives and History.


After graduating from Texas A&M University with a BA in Liberal Arts and an MBA in Marketing from UT Austin, he served in the US Army (Korea) in 1952-1954. Dale Randols and Hiram married on June 1, 1952 and they have two daughters, a son and 2 grandsons. Dale died February 14, 2009.

Pat Stroman is an active layman with his local church as well as the Central Texas Conference. He has been elected as delegate to General Conference every four years since 1976.  He is a member of Central United Methodist Church in Waco, Texas,

Mr. Stroman holds a BS from Texas Tech University and enjoyed a long career in pharmaceutical sales before retiring to part-time ranching and full-time church volunteer.

Martha Taylor has served as the Arkansas Conference Director of Communications since July 2006. Prior to joining the conference staff, she worked for 12 years in healthcare marketing and public relations at Conway Regional Health System in Conway, AR.  Martha was employed as Director of Communications at Grace United Methodist Church in Conway for two years.  Martha received a B.A. in Mass Communications and Marketing from the University of Central Arkansas, Conway, and attended one year of graduate classes at Memphis Theological Seminary. 

Since joining the conference staff, she has developed and implemented a two-year comprehensive communication plan for the conference. Martha has conducted numerous communications workshops on a variety of subjects – communication planning, branding or identity, welcoming and inviting and how local churches can use new technology and tools to reach their communities.  She sees her role as a communicator as a valid and vital ministry and feels strongly that we must continually look for new ways to tell the stories of the church at work in the world. 

She is married to husband, Clay, and they have two grown sons.

Robert Mathews, a lifelong United Methodist and former print-industry executive from Kirkwood, Mo., was named the new chief executive officer of UMR Communications, effective Nov. 1, 2009. 

Known as a visionary and pragmatic leader, Mr. Mathews has expertise in transforming organizations and building self-sustaining teams. He brings strong communication skills at all levels, and now feels a calling to make a difference in faith-related communications. 

An industry-leading executive with proven successes in both publicly traded and privately held printing companies, Mr. Mathews most recently was chief operating officer of Mail Communications Group. Before that, he was president and chief executive officer at Von Hoffman Corporation, a privately held provider of commercial print-related products.

Bob and his wife, Peg, have been married for 39 years.  Their married daughter lives in England.

R. John Greenberger, CFO of UMR Communications, has over 20 years of experience in multifamily, commercial and retail real estate. Prior to entering real estate, he was a consultant with Andersen Consulting (Accenture). He was with the Hines organization, a major commercial developer in Houston, for seventeen years where, at various times, he was the Manager of Systems Development, Corporate Controller and the Director of Planning. Since Hines, he has been with Concierge Management, Walden Properties and Flagship Management Corporation and has been a consultant working with such clients as JPI and Trammell Crow. At Concierge, he was the Director of Information Technology. At Walden he was the Chief Administrative Officer and had responsibility for IT, HR, Training, Ancillary Income and Operations Audit. At Flagship, he was the Chief Operating Officer of the management company over 62 properties and 19,000 units. His consulting experience has covered a broad range of multifamily issues, including operations, budgeting, IT and ancillary income programs.

Mr. Greenberger holds a B.A. in Economics and Political Science and an M.S. in Economics from Baylor University.

